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mesent. This makes it diffiodlt

Wt ometantly
10 say wbkich i more basic, and to predict vhet 3de Syriens will 8o next,

clarsetaristically

inner tensions which ficw Sfrom the impact of tho West upon the old order of Islss

pastoral soonomy shares with other Arab countries, Finally,
the rise of Isteel the fesr snd hetred with vhich 1t is viewsd camnot be
overlocked. Syris is on the firing line; and the alow ascvetion which is taking
Place &8 o result of Isrmeli expmsion in defiance of the United Natione and the
Tripartite Declarstion, is chiefly at Gyris's expense. Thus it is that the tensions
mmm-ﬂmmesmwwmme,
Wuwmnwwmmmmwmmum@
to Syria. Moreover, the commsction «f Americs with the existence of Israel i
W;MW&W,%M«MM,MWWMWM,
muwwuﬂamwmummtmwm
tions. Esunce, Syrian resistance to ell proposels for ressttlement of the Palastine
rafugees and all offers of aid.

m,mmmmmmmwmmwsmmuamum‘-
mwmmmw,mMMm,smmxm
and of vhat is wanted, as well as & small core of able wnd davoted men - all of
viieh offer promise for the futyre. Moreover, Syris is presently under a rather
%mmmwg. %mmmmw%ﬁm@,
this MQMWWWW: Paln
faot in thet naticnaliss has lacked cobesion and fnternsl strength -- or the
necassary tigm, 1f you will, It has 2ot found & basic unity Decause allagiance
mwmummmﬁmm,mwMMMsMww
amall mroup of perponel Sollowers. Thus the struggle in Syris bdetween the growp in
mmmmwm,mmwuammmmmmw
wwmmmmﬁwwmmwmmmwm,mm
mwmt

mnmmmmmssmmsmmwmmm. But in

- any event, Syria was ripe for any chenge vhich wald give promise of a better day.

mmmmmwwmmmmmmmmm
followed the fall of Jasil Mardem Boy's cablunet in the aloeing days of 1948, be
ended, ztmmammm,wa?gwwmmmmmm,

aod vhich bad public epproval. Thet security persiste today. Horeover,
be made specific moves to separste church and state and to limit the powers of the
religious hisraroly. Re slso restricted the awthority of the Muslis religious lew
by the sabstimiinod srivil oode. Finully, he gave vomen o listted right to
m(wmmwuw)nammuamm.
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tax on immovebles as well es movables which alone were formerly texed; the taxation
of resl property has been increased with graduated rates, and the reporting and ad-
ministrative machinery tightened and improved; irrigation taxes have been reformed
to cover maintenance cxpensea of existing public systems as well as to compensate
for initial expenses to the state and make agriculturalists pay something in retura
Por the benefits provided and for the comsidereble rises in land values resulting
thevefrom. The state is thus on the way to remsdying the chief dafect of the Byrisn
fiecal system, namely, the ebsence of any balance between direct and indirect taxa-
tion, revenue formerly being derived mainly from indirect taxes end fees of & re-
gressive pature -- & practice the present govermment fitates is ‘opposed to principles
of social Justice'.

%WMutmgmmunmmmmmxumwmm
specialists and leading doctors,; to advise on programs and lsgislation. In the nsme
of gocial Justics, )l hoporary titles of dlstinction have been abolished bacause
tthey had become degenerste and chesp as well as quite meaningless and of no value,
and their continued use reflected our (Byrian) Snability to rid ourselves of the
evils of the past.' Price controls have been estadlished and dscrees issued designed
to improve the working conditions of laborers. On 10 June, a new Syrian Cabinet
was appointed by the Chief of State and Premier, vho alsc took the Defense and Interior
portfolios. Scme political cbservers in Damascus believe this 1s & definite step
toward the restoration of democratic parlismentery life se promised earlier by the
Army.

miost of these now lave are revolutionary indeed in Arab society; and if they or some
of them can be implemented, Syria, vhich hes floundered 3o long, will have a dbright
future. It hes extencive lands for agricultursl expansion and great areas such as
the Ghab and Rud] mershes which can be reclaimed through draining. Even larger areas
ean be mede to bloom with irrigation and the conmservation end full utilisation of
its wmter reserves. Thms theggh there are epproximately five million seven hwundred
thousand acres nov in cultivation in Syria, there are at least another eight end &
balf mtliton cultivatahle acres availadle or approximately 1.5 times the ares nowv in
cultivation.

*we 40 not wish to give the impression that all is beer and ekittles with the present
government of Syris. It is s dictatorship dominated by the military with a general,
Fawzl B8l0, as Chief of Btate, Prime Minister and Minister of Defense &s well as
Interior, and with Colonel Ghishekli as the power behind the scenss. In addition to
the truly revolutionary and progressive decrees referred to adove, the Govermment
has also isgued decrees abolishing political parties, comtrolling the press, and
prohibiting all university students as well as students of public and private sechools
from joining sny political perty or group or engaging in political activity or par~
ticipating in strikes or other unsuthorized demonstrations -- a measure, however,
vhich in view of the experiences of Egypt where the universities, with the emcourage-
ment of the Wafd, became centers of political rather than educational activity, ie
perhape not unwise.

e Syrisn government has also forbidden the establishment of any new foreign private
achools and has laid down rather strict but not illideral rules %0 Be Obgarved by the
private Syrisn schools. However; the dscree effecting these changee allows existing
foreign schools to eontimwe 1o operate subject to the rules and regulations of the
decree vhich affects all privafis schovls, foreigh or national, any of which could be
closed 1f the Btate 80 decreed. Prohibited aleo are contacts on the part of govern-
meut officiala with foreigners and the dlesemination of foreign propegands -« this
latter deing a reaction; of course, sgainst the heavy cumulative volume of pressure
being exerted upon Byris not only by the Western powers; but also by Israel, Turkey
and by such naighboring Ared states as Egypt end Seudl Arsbia as well as, indivectly,
by Russia.

Yot with all this, the Syrisn dscrees and the attitudes of the Syrian military

l1eadsrs as well as the form snd language of thelr promouncements, ere curiously liks
thoss of Ataturk in the early daye of his dictatorship in Turkey; and it is mot too
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mich %0 conjecture that the exmmple of Ataturk is foremost in the miad of Colomel
Shishgill. Indded, we wore struck with the similarity even in ianguege with some
of the yaeant promouncements of General Selo, mmmmwww

Fivet Gtatoment on Achisvemonts of ‘s Coverument of the Yew Reglme during
Three Nomths in Office (Deceder 1951 = Mareh 1952)¢ w-
Wigilant Paoplel

officers in all the aforementioned obligations and to shed
Hlinood in the dlecharge of my duty; 80 belp e God.? w

W,mmmmmumwmam thare is o good
m,mm,mmmmmm,muniwmm
umwoaumuuuwmm,wummummw
for the entire aren. Indsed, it 1s owr belis? thet the political as well as
sconomic prowdse of Syria is very real and may well have o decisive influence in the
Mladle Eagt. It all depends upon vhbether or not the Western powers (ant Russia) will
mmmwmmmnmmammmxm
long enough to allovw them to realise their own cepabilities snd thus their dresm of

an indapendent repiblic.

"So much for the peychological snd politicel scane. The ecomvuric ptory of Syrias
mmmmmwwmmmwmmméﬁ
far go 1t is Alfferent, it is al) to the good. The expansive and abscrptive capaaity

mmmmwwamm,m iz msdo
village folk who total over & miilion and & half, They ars the cilbtvatone of the
m,mwmnwwkmauwum.mmmw
mmﬁmmwmnmkﬁmmm. They live in mucloar
;fm::amw@mmmmzaMummmw

m,m«mmmxmmumﬁywam»

mm.mmwammwawmm%‘m. s
w,mum,amummm,ummmﬁf,m:
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operator-owers,; abeentee lapilords, 50 that mogt of the towns classified ap wrtan
are really predosinantly agricultural in charecter. The smallest std nevest sege
ment of the sgrisvitural life of Syris are the orogresedve land owners o —» with
upwiowdate methods of cultivation and harvesting with tractors ant corbines and with
extensive irrigation works «- zxe growing and dlgposing of large crops of greln sud

"Though this e but a sunll segment, the impect of this orow won the teaditdonal
1ife of Byria is bousl to grov. The lmportunt thing which this bYrief smalysis of

the agrioditursl popuistion of Syrda shows, however, 15 thet any progrea of agrie
culturel. develorewnt end rurel wolfure must center in the villages, working ultimately
vith the tribal groups elso and 0 & certals emtont with the falrly large segment of
uwhen people vhe sre closely tied to agrioulture,

“In the social sphere, the story is Syria 1o o familier ono, for there are the seame
lacke and the ssme needs o3 elsevhero in the aree, The besic services of commmity
iife plus anlightaned socicl loadorehip are needed. 50 slee sre luprovessnt of

agricultural mthode end plamning, in village ad wdes schools, in sanitation wag
dlic bealth includivg nurecs® treiniang, in mechandcsl anf msnagerial ciiils, in
the swpmly of sgricultursl cwedit vhish for the mmll land ouncr oy farser 15 ooa-
axdstent. Teschery sod aurees sve tadly nsedald a8 sxo doctors and medicel care.

College: Btill o vigorous and ciapearstively young nen, though: he has 37 yoars
president of

Alappo #
the elier statesman of Amevican educational vork throughout the regics. Be 18 in
oomatant desond s sn sdvisey from e Gresce and Turkey, and from Labason ¢o
Iren. Bis koowledge of the sres and its pouple is phencmensl. 5o haz Deon offered
importsst positions, in the United States or ia the Hear Zest, carrylng salsries
nny timee the nissiovery stipent that keope him &% Aleppe. His dsintarestod and
mwmmmmammmmmsmm,
and in this cspacity be iz o Julwrk of all thet is best ia Ameriesn influsnce
throughout the Near Zast,

e ingtitution can stand on its wmerits. This, sfter all, is only %0 be expected
vith such a man at its head. Aleppo is em snciemt end populous city. Commerredally
it rivals Demsscus. It is set in & fortile rogion of comeideredle extent, giving
upon the wllewmtered cosgt. iach of the future development of Syrie will depend
upon the progress made in this rich aorthwest coemer of the country. Thore will

e s groving demand for the services which the college can render.

mm‘mmswmmmmmwumm&m.
The university in Dmmasous 1s of Acubtful quality snd modeled on the Freach system
gm:s mwimmmm’m;ommm' o o fg

-y ° Collage iz growing
indeed it has outgrows ite bulldings and staff. And it is steadily increscing tos
coliegiate and diminishing ita secondary emroliment. .

"iiks all the Americen institutions in the Nesr East, it is faced VAth rising coste
Just wiwa its fisenclal support in the US {3 weabsning, Too heavy & burden is
tharefore thaoses on the fee incoms. mmmmwmmww

mammmﬁmmuﬁmwa‘wnmmm,m
Liveral srts colleges with a missloomry backgrousi of unselfish service ave aimost
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lost if they wers to diseppear from the Byrian scehe. They will not dlsappess a8
mumumwmwmmwwmmwmmm;
mmmmwrymmmwaﬂmmw?ﬁm
ensble them to multiply their influence maoy fold. No ave who hes seen Alsppo
College in action would he 1ikely to disagroe with thie.

"k3tobtmyan Eospitel, Aleppo: In Aleppe is snother extraordinary person and plomeer,

Dr. Ernest Altounyan; 0.8.8,.; MCay Mells;y FoRsToBa,y 7,5.C.8., ths dvactor end chief -
mwmmmanmmmmmmmnmmmmma
sex Hoapital, londor. He served in the British Army during both Verld Vars. He 1s

+0 bs jolaed shortly by his son, wrum,mnmemmmm‘_m
um,mmuenaua;mmmmmmmm lazt var when

b wes awarded the Alr Porce Cross.

mnwmwmmmmmwmmm.wumm
wee born in Sivas, Turkey, and edusated at the American Mission Callege of Alnted
(now Alappe College), from where be was seat on & scholarship to Columbie University
in Hew York, rcmmtonmaawm,mmmmm in Parope. In
1889, the collage was forced to close; eo with hig Irish missionary wife,he settled
mmmmmmmmmmmmmzm=mm

Jsguary 1950 at the sge of 93,

“The hospital has earned s high reputation for 1ts ploneer in madicine and
BUrgeYy . It is one of the few Medical Centers in the Middle which has tha nece-
mm&wmwwa&m&mmmmwmt»
mant. Its services sre svailifble to rich and poor alike, regardless of rass or
religion, Thare are at present 50 beds, The out-patient dapartments form a large
mammwmmm,mmmummwemmm
alsc available to the poor. The Radiotherepy Depertmsnt; in sddition to treating
em,uwmmwmemmimmm.

“Atwmmmmmmmymmmlwmsmem@wme w
mmta&mmtmmwmewmm-mﬁcmwms.
ztw:maasmmmummwmmmamm. It has an
evarage of §0 students in training over a four-year course. These students come

fyom Armenian fumiliies sud orphensges in Syric and Lebanon. Gradustes of the
WMWWWWWWMW!M.

%wmimmmmmm,mmwmmmt@m

of the steff of the boapital. Striking are the &lcipline, the high stanfards and
mm,wmmmmmm«wmm. Alz0o ime -
maﬁmnmswmmmmmmmwmwm,

ﬁtnmw,wumm,wmgﬂamm&mum
ﬁ*wi&%ft&l&ﬁt&hmﬁe- It iz not the isolated British-trainmed
nurse vho 1e most regrired st present, tut the essential foundetions of & mursing
mgmmmamwwmmﬁw enf the publie; vhich
vill sncoursge girls to take up mursing s a profession and make it possivle for
mewwmmwmmmmummwmm
Prom that in which they were teained, It is therefore wost impertant to have on the
mammcmwmmmmammwm,mmmm
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turn oubidrained nurses, for vhow there iv snt increasing deuend, Wt vhich wil) alss

sarve as on example toO ths country vhlch hus wot had the time or the sxperisnce tc

Gevelop & narelng service of its own. The Altounyes Hospitel is such & place; and

i bospliad's uwpvio-date equipment mud the bigh standsrd of work maintoined, =fford

ﬁsmtwawif&marmmas o3 precilizing moders methods of mosing in
m&’

“Thus 1t is thet the mosing school can play o very imporbent role iu the esteblishe
mant of a mirslog service in Syria, by setiiog up stenderds of vuraing snd of liviag
and working conditions for nurses, as well as providing well-trafned murses to help
stafl the many hospdtals the govermaent plsus to open throughout the couatry. The
schoul i able to treln wore mrses vech yuse ithan are peeded By the hospitel itsolf.
Dr. Sltounyan, viw 1s particularly imterested in the teaching of doctors and mavess;
is oaly too amxious to cooperate vith the government in any scheme end to advise ou
medles) oatters. Thus during the past five yeurs great efforts have been made i8
the pursiag gobool 40 raise the general standerd in gplte of the lack of special

funds for the werpose.

“Recent developmemts in the relations of ihe hospltel with the goversaent show that
the Miaistry of Sealih welcomes the hospltai's ocooperation. The Divector of Health
in Aloppd bas offered the yorts of meiren end four siaf? swrses to new graluates of
the schoal, thus wolficially recoguizing the diplome given by the bospitsl. Be
bms aleo ot the matter of the recoguiition of the diploms wp to the Minlstry of
Health and 2t hes Deen decided that the graluate ourses will eit for o governmeant
ecusination; ofter shich the hospital diploms wlll bs gives ths official govermmad
stamp. In view of these developmnts, the Woepital pleams SO emcoursge more Aved
students 0 stiemd the school aad to wrrange for the sou-wirsd student nurses Lo
have & four year courde of Arsblc lsasOus 5O as €0 Overcome the language Afficulty
wihich would handicap thes wvhen employed io any govermsent bospitel.

The hospiial bas oo endowment and is aob supparted by auy sdwentions frem the state.
The fact is that Dr. Altounyan is using his own nov meegre funds anl the mooey he
receives fvom patients able to pay propsr feos, 1o keep the hospitsl and ide musds |
traiadng school @dnge m‘wmmuMthmmmmswmm

onm which it stmld rely for belp, is fladiag 1t alffioult (o mske ends meet, The
mureing school 1n pariicular has become & hesvy burden on the bospital?s budget.

"ienr Best Foundation Villoge Develogment Progrea 1k Syrdat XU is asumed thst the
basic tepet of the Hew Zest Poundetion - "Help the People Uelp Thamselves? is well
knoun ond thet equally famdliar is thw fact that the kay is educetion, lergely of

gm pexelnptitutionsl tyos, priserily in the foru of extensicsn work end demonstia-

*mwwﬁmiamwmmsmﬁwmmmtmm
sooperztion with the govermmsat. Actuslly the pollcy of the Near Bast Foundabion is
40 work only in the Tisld of rural lmprovemewt <~ vhich sesss sound as approximmately
80 percent of the Heer Eest countries are rurel wnd dapendent on sgriculiure for s
Livelibood. mmweffmsofmrmmmmwwmmmm~
tivity of the farmer by tesching ixguoovel agricultural practices; tub an sssential
sdjunet of sush & wogram ls t0 teech the fmwer practicss that will lmprove - heslth
mmstggwemmtmmm%mcsmwmamwmw
asibility,

mezﬁm%mmmwmamm,mmmgmgmm
fmwm,mmmemwmnmnmﬁmmmmnmn
his not made the yrogress favorsble. In ihe period 1946-1549, however, the foundse
tion Wamsxactwﬂw&mmtmmwmtmww&nmaﬁnm,
by mm%mofwminmmwwwﬁwmmw.
matiddy 10,500 fvhwbitante, froa 83 peresst to 6 parcent! A3 2 vesuli, the Syrien
govepmment offered help for en enlargsmant of this malaria comtrol program whick was
comenced but soon restricted due to changed in the govermment sad lack of Munds on
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*In May 1951, the Near East Foundation rececived a Point IV grant of $87,000 and
1mswdiately oxpanded its activities; but in February 19%2, the Point IV contract
was cancelled on the ground that Syria bad not signed an NBA agreement with the
U&MWMMminzuaa. This created an emexrgancy which the
foundation has met in mmmmm,m,wmmmaum.
mmmumufmm followed by the enactment of legislation
which could have barred the Near East Foundation from any further activities in
sm,m,am,mmNmnymawmmeaumw
the hostility of the then Minister of Agriculture who has since been removed.
There can be little doudt but that the position of the Near Bast Foundation wes
hurt by this episode; for retractions never catch up with acousetions. But from
all ve could learn, it nov has the perscoal assurances of Colonel Shisghokli that
it 1» wvanted, that its work is apprecisted, and that it mey countimue, "

~ond~
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